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HISTORY OF THE TITLE TO LANDS IN; 
ROCK ISLAND COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 



By Charles L. Walker. 

Prepared by Charles L. Walker, of Bock Island, for the 
Mimsell Publishing Company *s forthcoming History of 
Bock Island County. Published by consent of the Munsell 
Company. 

Indian Lands. 

The title to all lands in this State was first claimed by 
the Indians to be in them. That it was in the occupancy 
and possession of various Indian tribes is unquestioned, 
and their ownership was at least by right of discovery 
or conquest, or both, and actual possession; and the 
United States obtained from the Indians whatever title 
and possession they had, either by cession or force, or 
both. There is a contrariety of opinion as to which tribes 
of Indians first occupied the territory included within 
the boundaries of Bock Island county, but I think the 
most reliable information is that they were the Illinois, 
Sacs and Fox, Pottawatomies, Ottawa and Chippewa 
tribes, which were of the family or group of Indians 
known as the Algonquins. The Algonquin family is said 
to have consisted of the Illinois, Winnebago, Sac, Fox, 
Kickapoo, Miami, Ojibwa and other tribes. The Illinois 
embraced the Cahokias, KaskasMas, Peorias, Mitcha- 
gamies and Tamaroas. The Ojibwas were subdivided 
into the Pottawatomies, Ottawas and Chippewas, and 
were early gathered around Green Bay. 

The Illinois early claimed ownership and were in 
possession. The derivation of their name is Ulini, 
**man,'' the plural **ek'* being changed by the French to 
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**ois.'* They were a waxlike race and seem to have been 
constantly in conflict with the Winnebagoes, Iroquois, 
Sionx and Fox tribes. The Foxes called themselves the 
Mush-wah-ha-kee, signifying '* those of the red earth." 
Their '* totem'' was a fox. Of the Sacs, less seems to be 
known. Their name was originally spelled * * On-sa-kies, ' ' 
then Sauks, and the term ^^ Sacs'' is an abbreviated cor- 
ruption. Black Hawk was a chief of this tribe, and they 
came from the **Sac river" near Green Bay. Father 
AUouez says they were ** penurious, avaricious, thievish 
and quarrelsome," and Judge Hall calls them **the Ish- 
maelites of the lakes." 

By 1722, they, with the aid of the Kickapoos, had ex- 
pelled the Illinois, and driven that tribe across the Illinois 
river, and were in possession of the region around Rock 
river, Illinois. In the war of 1812 they allied themselves 
to the British, which was undoubtedly a prime factor 
in their subsequent removal from this territory. 

One historian declares that as early as 1678 the Potta- 
watomie, Ottawa and Cfhippewa tribes separated, and that 
the Pottawatomies went south from Green Bay along the 
west shore of liake Michigan, and that a portion of them 
settled in Illinois, later going as far south as the Kas- 
kaskia and Illinois rivers, and crowded the Winnebagoes 
and the Sac and Fox tribes to the west and north across 
Bock river. One of the early maps in the State Historical 
Library at Springfield shows them as occupying all 
of the land bounded by the Rock, Mississippi, Illinois and 
Fox rivers to the Wisconsin line; and the Winnebago, 
Sac and Fox tribes as occupying the territory northwest 
of Rock river. 

Unitbi) States Titlel 

Great Britain and France each early claimed title to 
this land by right of discovery subject to the Indian 
occupancy. The method of reasoning by which they 
claimed title, was based upon the fact of superior en- 
lightenment and wisdom which, with their civilization 
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gave them greater ability to govern the country and the 
savages with which it was peopled; and therefore the 
resultant legitimate right of ownership, and title to the 
land. 

This theory ignores the fact that the Indians discovered 
the land before they did, or by their superiority van- 
quished the previous discoverer, and therefore acquired 
the title to the lands. And the lack of equity or justice, if 
not the fallacy of such claim, rests in the fact that a people 
that may yet come claiming to be more enlightened than 
we will therefore have the legal right to supplant and dis- 
possess us of our property, and by virtue of their own 
fiat of the existence of their alleged superior intelligence 
or civilization, acquire the legal title to our property. 
This position is utterly untenable, is devoid of reason, and 
equity, and subversive of every principle of law and jus- 
tice. This theory rests alone upon the doctrine of might 
instead of right; and it is to destroy and overthrow such 
doctrine that President Taft is so strong in the advocacy 
of the principle of arbitration between nations ; and shall 
he succeed in this, we will almost be able to discern the 
dawn of the millenium, in this regard. 

But, be this as it may, it is miost gratifying to note that 
the people of the United States of America notwithstand- 
ing the cession by Great Britain of its title to this terri- 
tory, always recognized the title of the Indians thereto, 
and by treaty with the various Indian tribes, as herein- 
after set forth, obtained their titles to, and possession of 
the land in this State upon the payment of money, prop- 
erty and sustenance. Whether the amount paid was ade- 
quate in every instance is questionable, but with the ex- 
ception of the treaty of Sept. 21, 1833— after the Black 
Hawk war— the intent to punish the Indians does not 
appear, while the amount paid under the treaty of Oct. 1, 
1834, would seem to have been reasonably adequate. In 
considering this question it must always be borne in mind, 
that in those early days land values both in forest and 
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plain, were at the minimum; the amomit abundant, the 
demand small, and its quality and productiveness ex- 
tremely variable. 

By the treaty of 1763 between Great Britain and 
France, Great Britain ceded to France the land west of 
the Mississippi and France ceded to Great Britain its 
right and title to all the lands east of the Mississippi, 
subject to the occupancy by the Indians. And by the 
treaty which concluded the Revolutionary War, Great 
Britain ceded this land to the United States, and it there- 
by acquired the title to all these lands subject to such In- 
dian occupancy. 

By the ordinance of 1787 the United States by legisla- 
tive action assumed active jurisdiction over this territory, 
and from time to time made treaties with the various In- 
dian tribes for the relinquishment of their title and 
possession of these lands to the United States. 

Prior to Dec. 20, 1783, this county was a part of Vir- 
ginia. On that date the General Assembly of the Com- 
monwealth of Virginia enacted a law empowering its dele- 
gates in Congress to execute a deed conveying to the 
United States, for the benefit of such states, all the 
country within the limits of the Virginia Charter lying 
northwest of the Ohio river, subject to the terms and 
conditions contained in the Act of Congress of September 
13, 1783, one being that it be divided into states of not 
less than 100 nor more than 150 miles square. On March 
1, 1784, such conveyance was made by its delegates, 
Thomas Jefferson, James Monroe, Samuel Hardy and 
Arthur Lee. By the ordinance of 1787 Congress ordained 
that said country be thereafter divided into not less than 
three nor more than five states, and that the ** Western 
State'* should be bounded by the Mississippi, the Ohio 
and the Wabash rivers and a line drawn direct from the 
Post Vincents on the Wabash, due north to the Canada 
line and by the said line to the Lake of the Woods and 
Mississippi. Provided that Congress may divide '*tbe 
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territory lying north of a line drawn east and west 
through the southerly bend or extreme of Lake Michigan. 

On December 30, 1788, the General Assembly of Vir- 
ginia modified its original act authorizing the creating of 
not less than three nor more than five states. 

On May 7, 1800, Congress passed an act creating the 
Indiana territory out of so much of said cession which 
lay westward of the line beginning at the Ohio opposite 
the mouth of the Kentucky river, and running thence to 
Fort Recovery, and thence north to the Canada line. 

On February 3, 1809, Congress divided this territory, 
and ordained that all that part of the Indiana Territory 
which lay west of the Wabash river, and a direct line 
drawn from said Wabash river and Post Vincennes north 
to the Canada line, should constitute a separate territory 
called Illinois, and that the Governor should exercise all 
the duties of ** Superintendent of Indian affairs.'* 

On April 18, 1818, Congress authorized the inhabitants 
of the territory to form a State government and defined 
its boundaries as beginning at the mouth of the Wabash 
river, thence up the same and with the Indiana line to the 
northwest comer of said state ; thence east with the line 
of the same state to the middle of Lake Michigan ; thence 
north along the middle of Lake Michigan to north latitude 
42*" 30^ ; thence west to the Mississippi river; thence down 
along the middle thereof to the Ohio river, and thence up 
the latter river along its northwestern shore to the be- 
ginning. 

On August 26, 1818, the provisions of this Act were ac- 
cepted by the inhabitants of the State in convention, at 
Kaskaskia, and a constitution adopted ratifying such 
boundaries. 

On Nov. 3, 1804, the Sac and Fox Indian tribes at St. 
Louis made a treaty with William Henry Harrison, Gov- 
ernor of the Indiana Territory and the District of Louis- 
iana, Superintendent of Indian affairs and Commissioner 
Plenipotentiary of the United States, and the chief and 



431 

headman of said tribes, whereby they established the fol- 
lowing provisional boundary line between the land of the 
United States and Indian tribes as follows, viz. : Begin- 
ning at a point on the Missouri river opposite the mouth 
of the Gasconade river; thence in a direct course so as to 
strike the Eiver Jefferson to the Mississippi river; thence 
up the Mississippi river to the mouth of the Ouisconsing 
(Wisconsin) river, and up the same to a point thirty-six 
miles in a direct line from the mouth of said river; thence 
by a direct line to the point where the Fox river (a 
branch of the Illinois) leaves the small lake called Sakae- 
gan; thence down the Fox river to the Illinois river, and 
down the same to the Mississippi. 

And said tribes, for the consideration of friendship and 
protection and goods valued at $2,234.50, then delivered, 
and $1,000 annually thereafter, thereby ** ceded and relin- 
quished forever to the United States all the lands in- 
cluded within the above boundary. ^^ The Indians were 
given full right to live and hunt upon said lands so long 
as they remained the property of the United States. This 
treaty was signed on behalf of the Indians by Layouvois, 
or Laiyuwa; Pashepaho, or the Giver; Quashquame, or 
Jumping Fish; Outchequaha, or Sun Fish; Hahshequax- 
higua, or the Bear, by their marks. 

On Sept. 14, 1815, at Portage des Sioux, the Hon. Wm. 
Clark, Ninian Edwards and Auguste Chouteau, Commis- 
sioners of the United States, made a treaty with the king, 
chiefs and warriors of the Fox tribe or nation to re-es- 
tablish peace and friendship between them, and Article 
4 of the treaty recited that the Fox tribe or nation *^ con- 
sents to, recognizes, re-establishes and confirms the treaty 
of St. Louis of Nov. 3, 1804 ^^ which was signed by the 
** marks and seals'' of twenty-two of the Indians, among 
them Pierremaskin, the fox who walks crooked ; Muckka- 
tawagout, black doud ; Mamasocanamet, he who surpasses 
all others; Mackkatanauamakee, the black thunder; 
Pashechenene, the liar; Malasenokama, the war chief; 
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Mataqua, the medical woman, and Paquampa, the bear 
that sits. 

On May 13, 1816, at St. Louis, the same commission 
made a treaty with the Sacs of Rock river and the adja- 
cent country. This treaty recites the treaty of peace with 
Great Britain at Ghent, which was duly ratified Feb. 17, 
1815 ; the appointment of said commissioners Wm. Clark, 
Governor of Missouri territory; Ninian Edwards, Gov- 
ernor of Illinois territory, and Auguste Chouteau, Esq., of 
Missouri territory, to conclude a treaty of peace with 
this tribe of Indians ; that they notified the *'Sacs of Rock 
river ^* and adjacent country of the ratification of said 
treaty with Great Britain, and invited them to send a 
deputation to Portage des Sioux for that purpose, their 
refusal to attend, the commission by them of hostilities 
and depredation, and their desire for peace, etc. 

Article 1 of this treaty recites that the Sacs of Rock 
river and the adjacent country ** unconditionally assent 
to, recognize, re-establish and confirm the treaty*^ con- 
cluded at St. Louis Nov. 3, 1804. 

By Article 2, the United States agreed to place the 
**Sacs of Rock river '^ on the same footiug in which they 
stood before the war, provided they delivered up, by July 
1st next, all property they had stolen or plundered from 
the citizens of the United States since they were notified 
of said treaty with Great Britain ; and, by Article 3, their 
failure to do so forfeited all claims to the ^* annuities*' 
under said treaty. 

This treaty was signed by twenty-two Indians, among 
them Anowart, or the One Who Speaks; Matchequawa, 
the Bad Axe; Mascho, Young Eagle; Mucketamachekaka, 
Black Sparrow Hawk; Sakutoo, the Thunder that Fright- 
ens ; Warapaloka, the Rumbling Thunder ; Wapalamo, the 
White Wolf; Mashaski, the Fox; and Wapamukqua, the 
White Bear. 

On August 24, 1816, the same commission made a 
treaty with the united tribes of the Ottawas, Chippewas 
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and Pottowatomies residing on the Illinois and Melwakce 
rivers and on the southwestern part of Lake Michigan, 
which recites a serious dispute as to the right of said 
tribes to a part of the lands ceded to the United States 
by the tribes of Sacs and Foxes on Nov. 3, 1804; and, by 
Article 1, the said chiefs and warriors, for themselves 
and the tribes they represented, released and relinquished 
to the United States all their right, claim and title to all 
the land contained in the before mentioned cession of the 
Sacs and Foxes, which lies south of a due west line from 
the southern extremity of Lake Michigan and the Miss- 
issippi river; also cede a tract along the Fox, Desplaines, 
Kankakee and Illinois rivers and along Lake Michigan 
ten miles on each side of ''Chicago creek/' 

This was for the consideration of $1,000 in goods for 
twelve years, and relinquishment by the United States to 
said tribes of all land ceded by the Sacs and Foxes by said 
treaty of Nov. 3, 1804, which lies north of the said due 
west line from the southern extremity of Lake Michigan 
to the Mississippi river, except a tract not to exceed five 
leagues square around the mouth of the Ouisconsin river, 
and waters and banks of the Ouisconsin and Mississippi 
rivers. 

This line would pass through the northern part of Rock 
Island County, crossing a few miles north of Port Byron, 
and to this portion the Pottowatomies, Ottawas and Chip- 
pewas retained whatever right or title they had therein. 

On August 19, 1825, a treaty was made at Prairie dee 
Chiens between Wm. Clark and Lewis Cass, Commission- 
ers for the United States, and the chiefs, warriors and 
representatives of the Sioux and Chippewa, Sacs and Fox, 
Menominie, Iowa, Winnebago and a portion of the Ottawa 
and Potawattomie tribes, for the purpose of promoting 
peace and establishing boundaries between them. By 
Article 9 thereof, the country secured to the Ottawa, Chip- 
pewa and Pottawatomie tribes of the Illinois is bounded as 
follows: Beginning at the Winnebago village on Bock 
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river, 40 miles from its mouth, and rimning thence down 
Rock river to a line which runs from Lake Michigan to the 
Mississippi, and with that line to the Mississippi, oppo- 
site to Rock Island; thence up that river to the United 
States reservations at the mouth of the Ouisconsin ; thence 
with the south and east lines of the reservations to the 
Ouisconsin; thence southerly, passing the heads of the 
small streams emptying into the Mississippi, to the Rock 
river at the Winnebago village. 

This treaty was signed with **mark and seal** by thir- 
teen Sacs and sixteen Foxes and numerous warriors of 
the other tribes. 

On August 25, 1828, the United States made a treaty 
with the Winnebago and united tribes of the Pottowatto- 
mie, Chippewa and Ottawa tribes, agreeing upon a boun- 
dary line, beginning at the mouth of the Ouisconsing river 
and running to the Mississippi river via Blue Mounds, 
Pocatoloka creek. Spotted Arms village, the ridge dividing 
the Winnebago country from that of the Pottawattomie, 
Chippewa and Ottawa tribes, and thence southerly on said 
ridge to a line from Chicago, near Rock Island, and 
granted to the United States the right to occupy all of 
the lands between said boundary lines and the Mississippi 
river for the consideration of $20,000. 

On July 29, 1829, at Prairie des Chiens, Gen. John Mc- 
Neil, Col. Pierre Menard and Caleb Atwater, Esq., 
representing the United States, made a treaty with the 
united nations of Chippewa, Ottawa and Pottawattomie 
Indians of the Illinois, Milwaukee and Manitoonck rivers, 
whereby they ceded to the United States aforesaid, **all 
the lands comprehended within the following limits, to- 
wit; Beginning at Winnebago village on Rock river 40 
miles from its mouth, and running thence down Rock river 
to a line which runs due west from the most southern 
bend of Lake Michigan to the Mississippi river, and with 
that line to the Mississippi river opposite to Rock Island; 
thence up that river to the United States reservation at 
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the mouth of the Ouisconsin; thenoe with the south and 
east lines of said reservation to the Ouisconsin river; 
thence southerly, passing the heads of the small streams 
emptying into the Mississippi to Eock river aforesaid at 
Winnebago village, the place of beginning. Also another 
tract described as follows: Beginning on the western 
shore of Lake Michigan at the northeast comer of the 
field of Antoine Ouitonette, who lives near Grove Point 
about 12 miles north of Chicago; thence running due 
west to the Rock river, aforesaid; thence down the said 
river to where the line drawn due west from the most 
southerly bend of Lake Michigan crosses said river; 
thence east along said line to the Fox river of the Illinois ; 
thence along the northwestern boundary line of the ces- 
sion of 1816, to Lake Michigan; thence northwardly along 
the western shore of said lake to the place of beginning. 
This line would seem to pass through Bock Island Coimty, 
a few miles north of Port Byron. 

The consideration for this section was $12,000 in goods 
and $16,000 annually forever in specie at Chicago, fifty 
barrels of salt annually forever, and the use of a per- 
manent blacksmith shop at Chicago, and also the pay- 
ment of $11,601 to persons having claims against the In- 
dians, as scheduled. 

By Article IV, the United States agreed to grant land 
to various persons therein named, among them to Antoine 
and Francis Leclaire, one section each, lying on the Miss- 
issippi river, north of and adjoining the line due west 
from the most southern bend of Lake Michigan, where 
said line strikes the Mississippi river, with the proviso 
that the tracts of land therein stipulated to be granted 
shall never be leased or conveyed by the grantees, or their 
heirs, to any person whatever, without the permission of 
the President of the United States. 

The Indians were granted the privilege of hunting on 
said lands so long as they were owned by the United 
States. The United States agreed to survey the northern 
line of said cession from Lake Michigan to Rock river. 
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This treaty was signed by the marks of Sin-eh-pay-nim, 
Kawb-suk-we, Sou-ka-mock, Chee-chee-pin-quay and thir- 
ty-one other chiefs and warriors. 

On Oct. 27, 1832, a treaty was entered into by the United 
States with the chiefs and warriors of the Pottawotomies 
whereby they ceded to the United States their title and 
interest to ^ lands in the States of Illinois and Indiana 
and in the territory of Michigan for the consideration of 
$15,000 annually for twelve years, $42,000 in goods, and 
the payment by the United States of their debts, aggre- 
gating $20,721, and also $2,000 to educate Indian youths. 

On Sept. 21, 1833, following the Black Hawk war, at 
Fort Armstrong, Rock Island, HI., a final treaty of peace, 
friendship and cession was made by Gen. Winfield Scott 
and the Hon. John Reynolds, of the State of Illinois, rep- 
resenting the United States, and the chiefs, head-men 
and warriors of the ^^Sac and Fox'' Indians. 

This treaty recites that certain ** lawless and desperate'' 
leaders constituting a formidable band and a large por- 
tion of the Sac and Fox nations, left their country in 
April, 1832, and, in violation of their treaties, commenced 
an unprovoked war upon citizens of the United States, 
which, at great expense, has subdued said hostile band 
and killed or captured all of the principal chiefs and war- 
riors. Thereupon, partly to indemnify it for such ex- 
pense and partly to secure the future safety and tran- 
quility of the invaded frontier, the United States de- 
manded of said tribes (to the use of the United States) 
a cession of a tract of the Sac and Fox country, bordering 
on said frontier, more than proportional to the numbers 
of said hostile band. Said tribes accordingly ceded a 
large territory in Iowa to the United States and among 
other things provided: 

By Article V, the United States agreed to pay to Fam- 
ham & Davenport, Indian traders, at Rock Island, $40,- 
000 to satisfy their claims against said tribes for articles 
furnished them. 
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By Article VI, the United States, at the request of said 
confederated tribes, agreed to grant by patent, in fee 
simple, to Antoine Le Claire, interpreter, a part Indian, 
one section of land opposite Rock Island and one section 
at the head of the first rapids above said Island within 
the country herein ceded by the Sacs and Foxes. 

By Article VII, Muk-ka-ta-mish-aka-fcaik (or Black 
Hawk) and his two sons, Wau-ba-ku-shik (the Prophet), 
his brother and two sons, Napope, We-shut, Iowa, Pama- 
ho, and Cha-kee-pa-she-pa-ho (the Little Stabbing Chief) 
were to be held as hostages for the future good conduct of 
the late hostile bands during the pleasure of the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

This treaty was signed by the ** marks ^^ of nine of the 
Sacs, including Keokuk, *'or he who has been every- 
where," and by twenty-four of the Foxes. 

On Oct. 1, 1834, the United States made a treaty with 
the united nations of the Chippewa, Ottawa and Pottawat- 
tomie Indians, whereby they ceded to the United States 
all their land along the shore of Lake Michigan, and be- 
tween that lake and the land ceded to the United States 
by the Winnebago nation by the treaty of Fort Armstrong, 
made Sept. 15, 1832, bounded on the north by the country 
lately ceded by the Menominees, and on the south by the 
country ceded at the treaty of Prairie du Chien, made July 
29, 1829, and supposed to contain 5,000,000 acres of land. 

This cession was in lieu of 5,000,000 acres of other land 
to be given them by the United States west of the Missis- 
sippi river; also, $250,000 to satisfy claims of persons 
against them, $100,000 in goods, $280,000 to be paid in 
annual amounts of $14,000 for twenty years, $150,000 for 
the erection of mills, etc., $70,000 for the education of 
young Indians, and $4,600 to certain Indians named. 

On Dec. 17, 1834, the United States made a treaty 
with the Pottawattomies whereby they agreed to remove 
farther west within three years thereafter to a country 
provided for them by the United States. 
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By these numerous treaties it is apparent that the 
United States became seizin of an absolute and inde- 
feasible title to all the land in this portion of the State 
of Illinois. 

Eock Island County is located in governmental town- 
ships: Sixteen, in Eanges One to Six West; Township 
Seventeen, in Ranges One to Seven West; Township 
Eighteen in Banges One and Two West; Township Seven- 
teen, in Range One East; Township Eighteen, in Ranges 
One to Three East; Township Nineteen, in Ranges One 
to Three East; Township Twenty, in Ranges One to Two 
East, and Township Twenty-one, in Range Two East. It 
borders about 60 miles along the Mississippi river and 
has about 440 square miles. 

The plats in the General Land Office at Washingtonr 
show the survey of two Indian boundary lines in Roc]^ 
Island County— the most northerly one by Sullivan and 
Duncan in 1819, and the other by Flack and Bean in 1821. 
That by Sullivan and Duncan was made pursuant to, 
and to locate the southerly boundary line of the cession 
of the Ottawas, Chippewas and Pottowattomies made at 
St. Louis on August 24, 1816, heretofore mentioned, and 
runs from near the centre of Section 32 through the bal- 
ance of Township 18, Range 1 West, and thence easterly 
to most southerly bend of Lake Michigan, in accordance 
with that treaty. The other line was surveyed by Flack 
and Bean in 1821 as a **resurvey'^ of the line by Sullivan 
and Duncan, but they were ** unable to close'' the public 
survey to said Sullivan and Duncan line further than the 
**mile comer.'' This survey ran the Indian boundary 
line into Township Eighteen, Range Two West, until it 
intersected the Mississippi river in the southwest quarter 
of Section 34. 

The survey of Antoine and Francis LeClaire was 
made by Charles R. Bennett in 1833, north of said 
Indian boundary line surveyed by Sullivan and Duncan 
in said Township Eighteen in Range One West, and is 
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a tract of 1,280 acres which was granted to said Antoine 
and Francois LeClaire by Article IV of the treaty of the 
united nations of Chippewa, Ottawa and Pottowattomie 
Indians of July 29, 1829. Locally this tract is known as 
'^ LeClaire 's Eeserve,'^ and all of it was long ago sold 
and conveyed by them. 

A small portion of the northerly end and also in the 
south part of this county was ** swamp land,'* and the 
title to that vested in the State of Illinois under the 
** Swamp Land Acf 

The island of Rook Island, upon which is located the 
United States Government Arsenal, is located within the 
boundaries of Rock Island County. This island is about 
two and one-half miles long by three-quarters of a mile 
wide. Upon it the United States erected a fort in 1816, 
naming it Fort Armstrong, and it has always since re- 
mained a military post. 

By the order of the conmaissioners of April 8, 1825, 
the land upon this island was reserved for "military pur- 
poses.'* But, notwithstanding this, a tract on the east 
end of the island was sold, and repeated attempts were 
subsequently made to pre-empt and purchase this land 
and possession was taken by such persons. Afterwards, 
however, the United States government purchased all 
outstanding claims and is now the unquestioned owner 
of the entire island. 

So that, with the exception of the island of Rock Island, 
the United States has divested itself of all its title to the 
land in this county, which it derived from Great Britain, 
as well as from tiie various Indian tribes. 



